
Community and Ethics in Muslim Thought and Contexts: 
Suggest readings 
 
Muslim communal ethics, as well as its relationship to the built environment and place-making 
in Muslim contexts, is not a field or subfield of study, in itself. Rather, a range of different 
disciplinary or interdisciplinary studies have discerned certain sets of social or communal 
behaviors cultivated and practiced in Muslim communities, which are rooted in Islamic moral 
principles, but shaped by, or adapted to, the exigencies of both time and place. The studies listed 
below approach the topic from a variety of disciplinary methodologies, including religious 
studies, sociology, anthropology, political science, history, and educations studies, among others. 
Some of these represent overviews of the classical tradition of Muslim ethics, while others 
discuss their application in modern contexts; some represent theoretical approaches to the topic 
of Muslim ethics more broadly, while others examine Muslim communal ethics in specific 
geographical contexts, and still others examine the practical manifestation of these ethics through 
case studies of a particular, localized community. 
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